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Disclaimer
• Today, we will tout the potential (and hopefully real) benefits of 

one model of active teaching 

• The irony that we begin teaching this in a passive lecture format 
is not lost on us….



What we hope to do today
• Briefly discuss concept of active vs. passive learning

• Introduce you to the “flipped classroom”

• Begin an ongoing dialogue about effective techniques of active 
learning/teaching 



Has your institution “flipped”?



20 years of dermatology education….



Is one more important than the other?

What we 
teach

How we 
teach it



http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2014/05/lectures-arent-just-boring-theyre-ineffective-too-study-finds



https://www.iat.com/



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passive_learning#/media/File:Learning_Retention_Pyramid.JPG



https://cft.Vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/blooms-taxonomy



The traditional lecture
• “classroom first, then homework”

Brame, C., (2013). Flipping the classroom. Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching. 
Retrieved 10/3/16 from http://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/flipping-the-classroom/.



The flipped classroom
• “homework first, then classwork”

Brame, C., (2013). Flipping the classroom. Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching.
Retrieved 10/3/16 from http://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/flipping-the-classroom.



How People Learn

• “To develop competence in an area of inquiry, students must :

• Have a deep foundation of factual knowledge

• Understand facts and ideas in the context of a conceptual framework

• Organize knowledge in ways that facilitate retrieval and application”

Bransford JD, Brown AL and Cocking RR (2000).
How people learn: Brain, mind, experience and school. Washington, DC: Natl Acad Press



Does flipping the classroom accomplish this?





Essentials of the flipped classroom



Key elements of the flipped classroom
1. Provide students and opportunity to gain first exposure prior to 

class

Brame, C., (2013). Flipping the classroom. Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching. Retrieved 10/4/16 from 
http://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/flipping-the-classroom/.
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Key elements of the flipped classroom
1. Provide students and opportunity to gain first exposure prior to 

class

2. Provide an incentive for students to prepare for class

3. Provide a mechanism to assess student understanding

4. Provide in-class activities that focus on higher level cognitive 
activities



The flip doesn’t need to be “all or nothing”
• Can incorporate elements of active learning along with more 

traditional teaching styles and still be effective


