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• We will be discussing some educational interventions that we helped 
develop



We  will cover a fair number of resources

• You don’t need to take notes.

• We will send out a handout after the meeting!



Dermatology has a rich history of procedural 
innovation

• Mohs

• Local reconstruction

• Tumescent liposuction

• Botulinum toxin

• Fillers

• Acne surgery

• Chemical peels



Injectable cosmetics

Before After



Mohs and reconstruction



This expanding knowledge has 
placed an educational burden 

on training programs



What are the current state of requirements?

ACGME Program Requirements for 
Graduate Medical Education

in Dermatology

ACGME approved focused revision: June 14, 2015; effective: 
July 1, 2016 Editorial revision: February 8, 2016



Medical Knowledge
IV.A.5.b).(4)
must demonstrate knowledge of proper techniques 

for botulinum toxin injections, soft tissue 

augmentation, repairs of cutaneous surgical defects 

using flaps and grafts, and the use of light, laser, and 

other energy-based modalities for skin conditions; 
(Outcome)

IV.A.5.b).(5)

must demonstrate knowledge of indications and 

contraindications for, and complications and basic 

techniques of elective cosmetic dermatology 

procedures, to include chemical peels, dermabrasion, 

hair transplants, invasive vein therapies, liposuction, 

scar revision, and sclerotherapy; and, (Outcome)

Residents must have didactic instruction for these 

topics, but neither performance of these procedures 

nor direct observation is required. (Detail)



“Other energy based”

Ultrasound



Patient Care and Procedural Skills

Residents must be able to competently perform all

medical, diagnostic, and surgical procedures

considered essential for the area of practice. 



The dreaded case log



“Surgeon” requirements

• Basic Principle: To be recorded as the resident “surgeon” in the 
ACGME Resident Case Log System, a resident must be present for, and 
must participate in, all of the critical portions of the procedure being 
logged, under the supervision of an attending surgeon. Involvement 
in the pre-operative assessment, intra-operative planning, and the 
post-operative management of that patient is critical to that 
participation. The attending surgeon remains responsible for resident 
supervision and patient care. 



“Competence” required

• Skin biopsy techniques

• Local and regional anesthesia

• Destruction of benign and malignant tumors,

• Excision of benign and malignant tumors

• Layered repair



Resources for attaining competence

• Clinical experience

• Hands on courses
• ASDS

• Cadaver and model based

• AAD
• Model based

• Regional courses
• Mainly cadaver based



Cadaver courses are educationally powerful!
But crushingly expensive.



Model based courses at meetings
Cheap, relatively high impact



Resources for assessing competence





“Significant exposure” required.
Direct observation or assistant in; 

• Mohs

• Flaps and grafts

• Laser and energy sources

• Botulinum toxin

• Soft tissue procedural dermatology



Medical Knowledge



IV.A.3. Regularly scheduled didactic 
requirements 

• There should be a well-organized course of instruction in the basic 
sciences related to medical dermatology, surgical and aesthetic 
dermatology, dermatopathology, and pediatric dermatology. (Core)

• Didactic sessions should include lectures, conferences, seminars, 
demonstrations, clinical education rounds, book and journal reviews, 
patient case reviews, and histologic slide review. (Core)

• Topics relating to cosmetic techniques, including liposuction, scar 
revision, laser resurfacing, hair transplants, and invasive vein 
therapies, must be included in didactic sessions. (Core)



Resources

• Durable E-resources
• Online voice over PowerPoint curriculums

• Video lectures for basic and advanced techniques

• Online journal review and didactic aids

• Live
• ASDS Visiting professor program

• Dermatologic Surgery Journal Club Webinar



http://mdlive.net/dermsurg_sch.htm



http://mdlive.net/dermsurg_sch.htm





Dermatologic Surgery Fundamental Series
• Surgical Instruments and Sterilization 

• Suture Properties and Wound Closure Materials

• Electrosurgery

• Wound Healing and Dressings

• Suturing

• Local Anesthetics 

• Elliptical Excision

• Neurotoxins

• Laser and Light-Based Devices 

• Sclerotherapy

• Complication in Dermatologic Surgery

• Grafts Part I: Full and Split Thickness Skin Grafts

• Grafts Part II: Other Grafts, Skin Substitutes and Second Intention Healing

• Mohs Micrographic Surgery

• Local Flaps and Interpolated Flaps



Procedural Dermatology Series

• Sutures Part I

• Sutures Part II

• Biopsy Tips and Tricks

• Excision





https://sites.google.com/site/dermatologyeducation/videos/excisions











Few Programs have an expert to provide 
hands on training for every technique

• Excisions

• Mohs

• Tumescent liposuction

• Botulinum toxin

• Fillers

• Acne surgery

• Chemical peels



Since most programs can offer only a subset of 
skills, what is available for increased exposure?

• Excisions

• Mohs

• Tumescent liposuction

• Botulinum toxin

• Fillers

• Acne surgery

• Chemical peels



Visiting Professor Program



ASDS Visiting Professor Program
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R. Rox Anderson, MD Boston, MA    X             

Harold J. Brody, MD Atlanta, GA X X   X            

Mitchel P. Goldman, MD San Diego, CA X  X X   X          

George J. Hruza, MD, 
MBA 

Chesterfield, MO    X       X X X X X  

Jeffery A. Klein, MD, 
MPH 

San Juan Capistrano, 
CA 

        X X       

Naomi Lawrence, MD Marlton, NJ X         X  X X X   

Stephen Mandy, MD Miami Beach, FL X  X X  X   X X X X     

Gary Monheit, MD Birmingham, AL X  X X X       X X X   

Ronald Moy, MD Beverly Hills, CA X   X    X    X  X  X 

Arisa Ortiz, MD San Diego, CA X   X        X  X   

Thomas Rohrer, MD Chestnut Hill, MA X   X        X  X   



Dermatologic Surgery Journal Club Webinar

• Started in December 2012 by Murad Alam and Ian Maher.

• Frequently only a single derm surgeon/department

• Can lead to intellectual isolation vis a vis surgical topics

• Aim to provide high impact session reviewing best of previous 
month’s derm surgery relevant literature.

• 30-45 minute monthly webinar session



Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy in Thin 
Cutaneous Melanoma: A Systematic 

Review and Meta-Analysis

Annals of Surgical Oncology



May 24, 2016

Mariah Brown MD

University of  Colorado



David R. Carr, MD FAAD FACMS

The Ohio State University

Division of Dermatology



“Competence” 
required

• Skin biopsy techniques

• Local and regional 
anesthesia

• Destruction of benign and 
malignant tumors,

• Excision of benign and 
malignant tumors

• Layered repair

“Significant exposure”

• Mohs

• Flaps and grafts

• Laser and energy sources

• Botulinum toxin

• Soft tissue procedural 
dermatology



• Clinical experience and patient care boards

• Hands on courses

Patient Care and Procedural Skills

Medical Knowledge
• Book-based curriculum and surgical journal club

• Electronic Resources
– Online voice over PowerPoint curriculums

– Video lectures for basic and advanced techniques

– Online journal review, webinars, and didactic aids

• Visiting Professor Program



Thank you for your time and attention!
Any questions?


